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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Russ et 
al. (US 2004/0060063). 

Regarding Claim 1: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus for playing back a 
digital stream generated by multiplexing a graphics stream and a video stream, 
comprising: a decoding unit operable to decode the graphics stream, and overlay a 
page including a plurality of graphics button members on a moving picture obtained by 
decoding the video stream (paragraph 0082 and fig. 4); an execution unit operable to, 
when a selection of one of the plurality of button members is confirmed, execute a 
command corresponding to the button member, to thereby perform a first control of 
switching the page to another page and a second control of specifying a button member 
to be focused in the other page (paragraph 0096); a status register operable to hold a 
button number of the specified button member (paragraph 0096); a judgment unit 
operable to judge whether the button number in the status register is invalid (paragraph 
0096); and a setting unit operable to, if the button number in the status register is 
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judged as being invalid, set the status register to an alternative button number 
(paragraph 0098). 

Regarding Claim 2: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus of claim 1 , wherein: the 
graphics stream includes interactive control information that contains a plurality of sets 
of page information corresponding one-to-one to a plurality of pages, the plurality of sets 
of page information each showing button numbers of all button members included in a 
corresponding page (Fig. 13), and the judgment unit checks whether the button number 
in the status register is not shown in a set of page information corresponding to the 
other page, and judges the button number as being invalid if the button number is not 
shown in the set of page information (paragraph 0098). 

Regarding Claim 3: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus of claim 2, wherein: the 
plurality of sets of page information each include default select information indicating 
whether, upon switching to the corresponding page, a button member to be focused as 
default is to be determined statically or dynamically (paragraph 0089); the playback 
apparatus further comprises an overwrite unit operable to, if default select information in 
the set of page information corresponding to the other page indicates the static 
determination, overwrite the status register with a value based on the default selection 
information in the set of page information (paragraph 0076); and the button number in 
the status register is maintained if the default select information in the set of page 
information indicates the dynamic determination (paragraph 0076). 



Application/Control Number: 10/558,949 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

Regarding Claim 4: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus of claim 2, wherein: the 
interactive control information further contains first time information (paragraph 0093); 
when playback of the video stream has reached a time shown by the first time 
information, the decoding unit overlays a page corresponding to a beginning one of the 
plurality of sets of page information in the interactive control information, on the moving 
picture (paragraph 0093); and the judgment unit also performs the judgment when the 
playback of the video stream has reached the time shown by the first time information 
(paragraph 0093). 

Regarding Claim 5: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus of claim 4, wherein: the 
interactive control information further contains second time information (paragraph 
0094); and the setting unit sets the status register to be invalid, when the playback of 
the video stream has reached a time shown by the second time information (paragraph 
0094). 

Regarding Claim 6: Russ et al. discloses a playback apparatus of claim 4, further 
comprising an initialization unit operable to, when a recording medium is loaded to the 
playback apparatus, initialize the status register to an invalid value, wherein: the 
judgment unit judges that the value in the status register is invalid, when the playback of 
the video stream has reached the time shown by the first time information (paragraph 
0072); and the setting unit also performs the setting when the playback of the video 
stream has reached the time shown by the first time information (paragraph 0052). 
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Regarding Claim 6: Claim 7-8 are reject for the same subject matter as claims 1 
discussed above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL TEKLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1117. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 
Every other Friday.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

/Daniel Tekle/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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